28                     PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

junction an unduly large swelling. This may be
rectified by teaching him to begin the double lines
from the other side of the stem. The dotted portion
may then be rubbed out (fig. 4). All of the ornaments
used for stencils are applicable as finials. The making
fimals too small is the result of that tendency to the
petty and trivial which manifests itself in all children,
and in adults of feeble mind who cannot carry art
beyond the literal imitation of flowers, or similar
"fancy work." The cure for this is very free-hand
drawing, and designing en grand or large. The first
designs should all be large. Anything like the literal
imitation of small leaves and petty flowers, or any
use of heavy lines or show in little detail, should be
avoided. As a rule nothing should be drawn for
many weeks which cannot be perceived by the naked
eye at a distance of fifteen or twenty feet Children
left to themselves will always make petty figures.
They will draw scores of diminutive buds and leaves
on a small page. Just so in the infancy of a race:
it peifects the fineness of illuminating manuscripts
before designing grandly. Now it is always easy for
one who can draw "large" to come down to petty
patterns, but it is impossible for the petty worker to
rise to great execution.

Practice in curves, such as circles and spirals,
should precede that in straight lines. Tins may seem
a heresy, but I think it is a reform It is as easy to
draw a circle around a cardboard disc as to rule a
line, and the very simplicity, rigidity, and palpable
accuracy of straight lines makes them as difficult to
draw as curves, This is certain, that after a little
practice in correctly throwing off free-hand spirals or